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STAFFORD COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION MINUTES 

September 2, 2021 

 

The meeting of the Stafford County Historical Commission of Thursday, September 2, 2021, was called to 

order at 3:01 PM by Anita Dodd in the Activities Room of the George L. Gordon, Jr., Government Center. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Sue Henderson, Richard Chichester, Jane Conner, James Tully and Anita Dodd 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:   

 

STAFF PRESENT:  Lindsey Marr, Eva Campbell, Jeff Harvey 

  

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Ms. Dodd called the meeting to order and asked Ms. Conner to call roll.  

 

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS  

 

Ms. Conner called roll. Ms. Dodd stated there was a quorum present.  

 

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

1. Preservation Planner 

 

Ms. Campbell stated that John Holden from Economic Development was not able to make it to the meeting 

as planned but he sent an email in support of the Preservation Planner position and Ms. Campbell read that 

email to the Commission.  

 

Ms. Dodd explained to Mr. Harvey how the Historical Commission has been gathering information on 

Stafford’s cultural resources and speaking with other departments in order to create a strong case as to why 

Stafford needs a Preservation Planner.  

 

2. Emergency Action Plans for Cultural Resources 

 

Ms. Campbell stated she had compiled a PowerPoint with the photos of the cultural resources that Ms. Dodd 

had taken during her inventory.  

 

Ms. Dodd took the Commission and Mr. Harvey through each cultural resource on the PowerPoint and 

described the current condition and what needed to be done to preserve each item. She stated that two big 

areas of neglect that were a common theme at the sites were overgrown vegetation and signage that needed 

to be cleaned. She stated that the Parks department could most likely take care of that type of maintenance.  

 

Ms. Henderson asked Mr. Harvey if he thought they were on the right track to lobby for a Preservation 

Planner.  

 

Mr. Harvey replied that he did and that the position would be requested in the Planning department’s budget. 

He then briefly described the budget process.  
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Ms. Henderson made a motion to send letters to the Parks and Recreation and Economic Development 

departments requesting official letters of support for the Preservation Planner position.  

 

Mr. Tully seconded the motion.  

 

The motion passed 5-0. 

 

Ms. Dodd stated she had asked the Historical Society for a letter of support as well.  

 

Ms. Henderson stated it would be good to have all the letters by the next meeting.  

 

Mr. Tully recommended adding a section about the updated cultural resource inventory to the letter that the 

Historical Commission sends to the Board yearly requesting the Preservation Planner position.  

 

Mr. Harvey stated he could include those letters in the Planning Department’s budget proposal.  

 

Ms. Campbell stated she would reach out to Parks and Rec and Economic Development to obtain letters of 

support for the position.  

 

3. Clift Farm Update 

 

Ms. Campbell stated the applicant has not re-submitted so there is no update.  

 

4. Civil War Report 

 

Ms. Campbell stated that Mr. Mink would be sending all the finished drafts in his possession to the 

Commission. 

 

ADDITIONAL PRESENTATIONS BY THE PUBLIC 

 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 

Ms. Dodd requested an update on putting the Falmouth historical video tour on the tv in the lobby of the 

George Gordon Government Center.  

 

Ms. Campbell stated she would ask Ms. Baker.  

 

Ms. Dodd stated she had virtually attended an NAPC short course on historic preservation and that the 

sections on disaster management and grant writing were incredibly informative. She asked if there was any 

update on how the buildings in the Courthouse area were able to be demoed with no permit pulled.  

 

Ms. Campbell stated that Ms. Baker had reached out to VDOT on this issue and was waiting for a reply. She 

stated she had an item for discussion that she became aware of too late to add to the agenda. She stated there 

was a rezoning project coming before the Board and Planning Commission that wanted to demolish the 

historic Oakenwold house located on that property. She stated the Commission could write a letter with their 

opinions on the demolition of the buildings and it could be included in the staff report.  

 

The Commission looked at the project plans and discussed what to include in their letter.  
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Ms. Henderson made a motion for Ms. Dodd to draft a letter of discontent about the demolition of a historic 

resource.  

 

Ms. Conner seconded the motion.  

 

The motion passed 5-0. 

 

Ms. Dodd stated she had received a request for a Secondary Structure 50 Years or Older designation for 585 

Caisson Road. She recommended that the Commission approve the request.  

 

Ms. Henderson made a motion to approve the Secondary Structure 50 Years or Older request for 585 

Caisson Road.  

 

Mr. Chichester seconded the motion.  

 

The motion passed 5-0. 

 

REPORTS BY COMMISSION MEMBERS  

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

August 5, 2021 

 

Mr. Chichester made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  

 

Mr. Tully seconded the motion. 

 

The motion passed 5-0.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

With no further business to discuss, Ms. Dodd adjourned the meeting at 4:24 p.m.  


